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WARREN REGION NATIONAL PARKS AND NATURE RESERVES — VISITOR FACILITIES 

239. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Minister for Environment: 

Like many Western Australians who enjoy what the south west has to offer over Easter and the school holiday 
break — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not think I gave the member for Cockburn or the Minister for Agriculture and Food the 
call. I formally call the member for Cockburn to order for the second time today and I formally call the Minister 
for Agriculture and Food to order for the first time today. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Many Western Australians who enjoy the south west will visit the region over the Easter 
break. With this in mind, could the minister update the house on the improvements being made to visitor 
facilities in parks and reserves of the Warren region, including the Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Darling Range for the question. I know that in his electorate he has a number of visitor 
facilities. Serpentine Falls has a number of important facilities, and the member understands the importance of 
their upkeep. The development of visitor facilities in our national parks and reserves is important for this 
government’s commitment to sustainable long-term use and appreciation of these important natural areas. Two 
weeks ago, I visited the Warren region—that is, between Manjimup and the south coast of the state—and I 
visited the Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk. It is the third time that I have visited, but it is the first time that I 
have visited as Minister for Environment. The previous Liberal government agreed to develop the Tree Top 
Walk in 1996. I believe the Minister for the Environment at the time was Hon Peter Foss. It was a courageous 
decision to build the Tree Top Walk; it cost $2 million at the time. I can report to the house that it regularly 
brings in about $1.8 million in revenue to this state each year. Therefore, it has been a very successful venture; it 
attracts 2.6 million visitors each year. I visited some recent upgrades to the Tree Top Walk that included a car 
park extension—the number of visitors going to the Tree Top Walk meant that improvements to the car park 
were required—new signage for the visitors, and, of course, resurfacing of the boardwalks. These facility 
upgrades are expected to bring even more tourists to the region.  

Another important aspect of the Tree Top Walk is the economic stimulus that it generates for the region. Tourists 
who visit the Tree Top Walk can drop into Walpole, and this underpins many of the local businesses.  

In order to capture the imagination of tourists and promote the area, the Department of Environment and 
Conservation has developed a new strategy in the form of the Walpole Wilderness Discovery Centre. This 
discovery centre comprises three sites, one of which is the Tree Top Walk. The other sites are the Swarbrick 
forest art walk and the Mt Frankland lookout, both of which I visited on my trip. I was amazed by the Swarbrick 
forest art walk; it has an amazingly long interactive steel reflective mirror, and I think every member in this 
house should visit this facility. The third aspect of the Walpole Wilderness Discovery Centre is the Mt Frankland 
lookout —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! I appreciate that all members might like to take a walk metaphorically or 
literally; I do not know that all members have access to the information that the minister has. I want to hear that 
information. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Indeed, it is a very long walk. Little Mt Frankland, as it is known, has a 75-metre 
walkway that was constructed by DEC staff. It is a very long walk, and from the top of the lookout are 
magnificent views, uninterrupted views, over the core wilderness areas of the Mt Frankland area. Whilst in the 
region — 

Ms R. Saffioti: Do you have a slide show? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I will be brief.  

Mr P. Papalia: Come on; it’s embarrassing. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you to order for the second time today. Member for 
Warnbro, I formally call you to order for the second time today. Members might not like the questions that get 
asked in this place and may be impatient for them to end so that their questions might get asked, but continual 
interjecting will not help the process. 
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Mr W.R. MARMION: I mention two other aspects of the tour that I went on two weeks ago. First, there is a 
boat ramp at Coalmine Beach, which, as part of the Walpole and Nornalup Inlets Marine Park, attracts 150 000 
visitors a year. The Coalmine Beach boat ramp is used by 35 000 people a year. It is very important to have a 
boat ramp at these facilities so that people who put their boats in the water only use that one area.  

I close on possibly one of the most exciting parts of my visits, which was to look at the Munda Biddi bike trail. I 
know a lot of members on the other side of the house ride bikes, and it is very important that people ride bikes. 
We are helping the bike riders of Western Australia who want to ride their bikes to Albany by producing this 
wonderful track called Munda Biddi Trail. Focus groups — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for West Swan to order for the first time today. I will give the 
member for Warnbro the opportunity to ask some questions in this place if he wants to ask questions. I formally 
call him to order for the third time.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: Unlike the Bibbulmun Track, the focus groups for bike riders wanted to see the Munda 
Biddi Trail run into all the towns as best it could. It does that so that each of the towns can generate some benefit 
from the bike riders. Visitor facilities that have been provided by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation in the Warren area that I visited are so important to Western Australia in that the visitors are able 
to enjoy these wonderful facilities while they are also being preserved.  
 


